
 

AIR INDIA AND RIYADH AIR SIGN AGREEMENT TO EXPAND PREMIUM 
TRAVEL OPTIONS BETWEEN INDIA, SAUDI ARABIA, AND BEYOND  

• Memorandum of Understanding outlines collaboration plans for codeshare and interline 
agreements, and collaboration on multiple other areas  

• Partnership supports business, tourism, and family connections, reflecting the deep ties 

between the two nations 

GURUGRAM, 04 JUNE 2026: Air India, India’s leading global airline, and Riyadh Air, Saudi Arabia’s 
new national carrier, have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to establish the foundation 
for a partnership that will offer guests seamless connections between India, Saudi Arabia, and 
destinations beyond. 

The MoU reflects the shared ambition of both full-service premium carriers to boost global connectivity 
for travellers flying between India, Saudi Arabia, and beyond, leveraging the geographical advantages 
of their hubs at Delhi, Mumbai, and Riyadh.  

Subject to regulatory approvals, Air India and Riyadh Air intend to introduce interline and codeshare 
arrangements that will enable guests to travel seamlessly across each other’s networks with the 
convenience of a single booking and smoother onward connections via their respective hubs . 

The two airlines will also explore collaboration across a range of areas, including reciprocal loyalty 
programme benefits, cargo services, operational support  and digital and technology initiatives designed 
to enhance the guest experience. The partnership supports growing demand for travel linked to 
business, tourism, and family visits, reflecting the deep economic, cultural, and people-to-people ties 
between Saudi Arabia and India. 

Campbell Wilson, Chief Executive Officer & Managing Director, Air India, said: “India and Saudi 
Arabia are two important growth markets in global aviation today, and the scale and momentum in both 
countries make this a natural partnership. We look forward to working with Riyadh Air to bring together 
complementary strengths of the two airlines to unlock that opportunity with a focus on offering our guests 
more choice across our combined networks and elevating their travel experiences.” 

Tony Douglas, CEO of Riyadh Air, stated, “India is one of the most important and dynamic aviation 
markets in the world, and this partnership with Air India marks a defining step in Riyadh Air's mission to 
connect Saudi Arabia with key global destinations. Together, we will offer guests a seamless, world-
class experience that reflects the deep cultural and economic bonds shared between our two nations.” 

Since its privatisation in 2022, Air India has significantly expanded its global alliance network. Today, 
the airline maintains 25 codeshare partnerships and nearly 120+ interline agreements with leading 
carriers worldwide, providing seamless access for Air India customers to over 1,000 destinations 
globally. 

Riyadh Air has recently launched public sales on its website and app for flights to London Heathrow, 
with inaugural flights set to take off on July 1. This new route offers Indian guests, via seamless 
connections through Riyadh, a direct gateway to the United Kingdom and Europe, further expanding 
the possibilities for business, leisure, and family travel. 

#END# 

About Air India Group 

The Air India Group – comprising full-service global airline, Air India, and value carrier, Air India Express 
– is spearheading a new era of Indian aviation. The Air India story began in 1932 when JRD Tata piloted 
the airline’s inaugural flight and opened the skies for aviation in India. Today, Air India Group employs 
more than 30,000 people, operates over 300 aircraft and carries travellers to 60 domestic and 51 
international destinations across five continents. 

Returning to Tata Sons in 2022 following 70 years under Government ownership, Air India Group is in 
the midst of a five-year transformation programme, Vihaan.AI. As part of the transformation, Air India 
has placed orders for 600 new aircraft. In addition to taking new aircraft deliveries, Air India is 
progressively retrofitting all its legacy aircraft. 



 

 
The Air India Group operates South Asia’s largest aviation training academy in Gurugram, India. The 
construction of a new flying school and a greenfield maintenance base is in progress. 

With transformation underway across all facets of the business and India’s rich legacy of hospitality, Air 
India is committed to being a world class global airline with an Indian heart. 

For more news on Air India, visit http://www.airindia.com/newsroom  
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About Riyadh Air  

Riyadh Air, a wholly owned PIF company, is redefining global travel as a full-service global carrier based 

in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. Since its launch in March 2023, Riyadh Air has committed to building a modern, 

efficient fleet and embracing careful sustainability practices, focusing on responsible operations and 

thoughtful innovation throughout every journey. Each aircraft features advanced cabin interiors, next-

generation digital inflight entertainment, and seamless connectivity, ensuring every guest enjoys a 

memorable experience. By 2030, Riyadh Air aims to connect guests to over 100 destinations worldwide, 

with authentic Saudi hospitality at the heart of every flight. 

For media inquiries: media@riyadhair.com  

Discover more: riyadhair.com  

Follow us: @riyadhair 
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