
 

 

AIR INDIA AND STANDARD CHARTERED PARTNER TO LAUNCH 
TRAVEL AND WEALTH PROPOSITION FOR GLOBAL INDIANS 

GURUGRAM, 21 OCTOBER 2026: Air India and Standard Chartered (the “Bank”) today announced a first-
of-its-kind partnership that combines Standard Chartered’s international banking and cross-border wealth 
capabilities with Air India’s premium Maharaja Club loyalty programme. The proposition, available in the 
coming weeks, is set to deliver travel privileges and access that meet the cross-border lifestyle and wealth 
needs of Global Indians. 

Unlocking travel privileges with Maharaja Club 

Standard Chartered will offer Air India’s Maharaja Club Gold or Silver status to eligible Affluent Global Indian 
clients in Singapore and the UAE. Air India Maharaja Club status offers exclusive travel benefits, including 
extra baggage allowance, priority check-in and boarding, airport lounge access, upgrade vouchers, and 
bonus Maharaja Points, with benefits varying incrementally from Silver to Gold tiers.  

In particular, Maharaja Club Gold members also enjoy the benefits on eligible Air India journeys1, as well 
as Star Alliance Gold status, which provides access to over 1,000 airport lounges worldwide, priority airport 
services, and extra baggage benefits, and instant recognition around the world across 25 other Star Alliance 
member airlines in addition to Air India.  

Managing cross-border financial needs  

Air India customers banking with Standard Chartered in the UAE or Singapore, who meet the eligibility 
criteria, will benefit from dedicated relationship management support, market outlook insights from the 
Bank’s Chief Investment Office, invitations to exclusive thought leadership events, and tailored wealth 
solutions designed to support their cross-border financial needs. 

Rajesh Kannan, Head, Wealth and Retail Banking, UAE & Jersey, and Head, Global Indian Clients, 
Standard Chartered, said: "This partnership brings together two trusted heritage brands to create a 
distinctive proposition for Global Indians, whose lives, business and ambitions increasingly span borders. 
By combining Air India's expanding global footprint with Standard Chartered's international network and 
wealth capabilities, we are delivering exclusive multi-market travel benefits to our affluent clients while 
supporting their broader global lifestyle, business and wealth management needs." 

Nipun Aggarwal, Chief Commercial Officer, Air India, said: "As Air India continues its transformation 
into a world-class global airline, we are focused on deepening our engagement with the global Indian 
community. This partnership with Standard Chartered enables us to expand Maharaja Club across key 
international markets, offering customers immediate access to premium status, enhanced travel benefits 
and global recognition. Combined with Standard Chartered’s cross-border banking and wealth 
management expertise, the proposition supports the increasingly international lifestyles of our customers 
while strengthening their connection with Air India.” 

With a simplified structure, a host of customer-friendly features, renamed tiers, and an updated identity, 
Maharaja Club has added millions of new members since the programme was redesigned in 2024. 

 
1 Benefits on eligible Air India journeys include complimentary seat selection, applicable fee waivers, additional 
baggage allowance, lounge access, priority airport services, upgrade vouchers and bonus Maharaja Points, subject 
to subject to the programme’s terms and conditions. 



 

 

Maharaja Club members are now able to earn and redeem Maharaja Points on flights operated by Air India 
and Air India Express to and from 104 destinations across North America, Europe (including the UK), 
Australia, Middle East, Africa, Southeast Asia, South Asia, in addition 25 other Star Alliance member 
airlines. Maharaja Club’s partnerships with over 100 other brands across categories, including hospitality, 
retail, lifestyle and financial services, also enables members to earn Maharaja Points across a broad range 
of travel and everyday spends. 

--- ENDS --- 

Note to editors 

About Air India Group 

The Air India Group – comprising full-service global airline, Air India, and value carrier, Air India Express – is 
spearheading a new era of Indian aviation. The Air India story began in 1932 when JRD Tata piloted the airline’s 
inaugural flight and opened the skies for aviation in India. Today, Air India Group employs more than 30,000 people, 
operates over 300 aircraft and carries travellers to 60 domestic and 51 international destinations across five continents. 

Returning to Tata Sons in 2022 following 70 years under Government ownership, Air India Group is in the midst of a 
five-year transformation programme, Vihaan.AI. As part of the transformation, Air India has placed orders for 600 new 
aircraft. In addition to taking new aircraft deliveries, Air India is progressively retrofitting all its legacy aircraft. 

The Air India Group operates South Asia’s largest aviation training academy in Gurugram, India. The construction of a 
new flying school and a greenfield maintenance base is in progress. 

With transformation underway across all facets of the business and India’s rich legacy of hospitality, Air India is 
committed to being a world class global airline with an Indian heart. 

For more news on Air India, visit http://www.airindia.com/newsroom 

Standard Chartered 

We are a leading international banking group, with a presence in 55 of the world’s most dynamic markets. Our purpose 
is to drive commerce and prosperity through our unique diversity, and our heritage and values are expressed in our 
brand promise, here for good. 

Standard Chartered PLC is listed on the London and Hong Kong stock exchanges. 

For more stories and expert opinions please visit Insights at sc.com. Follow Standard Chartered on X, LinkedIn, 
Instagram and Facebook. 
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